
THE TRINITY EXAMINED 
From medieval times there have been many variations of a 

Triune God. These early attempts at a definition included aspects of 
mysticism, spiritualism, paganism (Catholicism) and pantheism 
(Kellogg). The many confusing variations of a Triune God are why the 
early Seventh-day Adventists were anti-Trinitarian. While they 
recognized the errors, they did yet have a clear understanding of all 
three members who make up the God Head. There are too many 
variations and different reasons why people reject a Triune God that 
for brevity’s sake, this paper will not detail them. We are here to find 
truth, not embrace error. There is sufficient light that those who will 
come to this study with a humble, teachable spirit will be richly 
rewarded. In our search for truth we must put aside our preconceived 
ideas and cherished opinions and let the Spirit lead us into all truth. 
Lead us, not compel, not force, not demand, the Spirit, like Jesus as it 
were, stand’s at the door and quietly knocks. 

The Seventh-day Adventist Church stands alone in its 
understanding of the nature of each of the three personalities of the 
heavenly Trio and how these three combine their efforts, thoughts 
and goals to form the God Head. Seventh-day Adventist’s have 
nothing in common with the medieval, Roman Catholic or pantheistic 
views on this doctrine. There are endless attempts, by anti-
Trinitarians to connect the Adventist Church with these mystical and 
pagan associations. Such attempts are disingenuous, misleading and 
warrant the rebuke of God.  

Ellen White taught that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are 
three co-eternal and distinct personalities, making up what she 
termed a “heavenly Trio”. She did not use the word “trinity”, and for 
good reason. That word has excited extreme controversy for 
centuries! This then, is where we begin our study of understanding 
the nature of the three fully Divine, distinct and eternal beings that 
comprise the God Head. Won’t you pause and ask for the Holy Spirit 
to guide you into all truth? That is this writer’s prayer.  

 

The Early Years 
The early Adventists were first Arian, then later semi Arian 

and for many decades, non-Trinitarian. This is not surprising since 
James White and Joseph Bates were previously members of the 
“Christian Connection” Church, which opposed a Triune God 
doctrine. The early views of SDA’s were that Christ was a created 
being (Arian), but in due time this gave way to the concept that Christ 
was not created but begotten, semi Arian. 

These two views hold in common the concept that at some 
point in the distant past, before time began, Jesus came into 



 
existence. In turn, this suggests that Christ is less than fully eternal 
and was gifted, endowed or provided in some way His Divinity. There 
was no attempt to address the nature of the Holy Spirit, who was by 
and large considered some kind of manifestation emanating from the 
Father, the Son or both. 

 

The Nature of the Father 
He has not made Himself manifest to our mortal sight. No 

man has seen the Father for He is invisible to mortals. It is Christ who 
has been made manifest to our mortal sight. If we have seen Christ, 
we have seen the Father. “God saw that a clearer revelation than 
nature was needed to portray both His personality and His 
character. He sent His Son into the world to manifest, so far as 
could be endured by human sight, the nature and the attributes 
of the invisible God.” {MH 419.4}  

 

The Nature of Christ 
Especially from the 1880’s and forward the position that 

Christ was fully and eternally Divine began to be powerfully presented 
by Ellen White, E.J. Waggoner, A.T. Jones. That Christ was fully 
eternal and fully Divine in every common-sense understanding of 
these words was considered critical to the understanding of 
‘righteousness by faith”. A truth presented as “new light” which was in 
fact “old light” presented in a fresh and new way. This was especially 
the case with Waggoner, who at the time did not yet fully grasp the 
nuances of his own preaching! By working closely with the 
prophetess and A. T, Jones, the light grew brighter and brighter, as 
the sun rising, slowly spreads its rays across the planet. This truth 
was and remains in verity, the Third Angels Message. 

In 1878, Ellen White had declared that Christ was the 
“eternal Son of God” {An Appeal to the Ministers, Review and 
Herald, Aug. 8, 1878.} 

In 1898 she further clarified this view: "In Christ is life, 
original, unborrowed, underived...” {DA 530.3} Christ’s  Divinity 
was not “gifted” to Him by the Father, as some suggest, it was from 
eternity within Himself. He was, from eternity, fully God, which is the 
very definition of Divinity. 

In 1900 the prophetess declared: “In speaking of his pre-
existence, Christ carries the mind back through dateless ages. 
He assures us that there never was a time when He was not in 
close fellowship with the eternal God. He to whose voice the 
Jews were then listening had been with God as one brought up 



 
with Him.” Signs of the Times, Aug. 29, 1900. What a lovely 
thought, that Christ is as one brought up together with the Father. 
 

The Nature of the Holy Spirit 
 As to the personhood and Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Ellen 
White was clear. He is “…the Third Person of the Godhead, who 
would come with no modified energy, but in the fullness of 
divine power.” {DA, pg 671} 

Let us not mistake the humble nature of the Holy Spirit as 
having any impact on His full Divinity within the God Head! It is 
approaching blasphemy to even contemplate the question as to how 
or when Christ, or the Spirit might have acquired their Divinity, by 
whom and when. Can you, by trying unravel the mysteries of God? 
Lucifer was the first to violate this very Holy ground. Why and when, 
was Jesus elevated to be equal with the Father, he asked.  Such 
questions are the very foundation of the beginning of sin in the 
Universe. Let us be clear on a few points: Jesus is the Son of God 
because the Great Law Giver has declared it to be so. Jesus is equal 
to God in all regards for the same reason. Is it not enough to simply 
accept what the Father has declared to be? For about one third of the 
angels, it was not enough, and the record shows the result of their 
failure to believe that God says what He means and means what He 
says. My heart trembles for those who dare to repeat such questions 
today. 

The Holy Spirit stayed in the background through the bulk of 
the Old Testament and emerged to a higher degree in the New 
Testament. The Holy Spirit has deferred His own recognition in favor 
of the Father and Christ. Christ, in many respects, has deferred His 
own honor by pointing mankind to the Father. The Father, in turn, 
points to Christ as the one deserving of honor. Do not mistake Divine 
humility as meaning something less than full equality between the 
members of the God Head. 

A. T. Jones, in an editorial in the Review and Herald, Jan. 10, 
1899 declared, “God is one. Jesus Christ is one. The Holy Spirit is 
one. And these three are one: there is no dissent, nor division among 
them.” And there was much anger and rejection over such 
statements. This ‘new light’, embraced and encouraged by the 
prophetess was at first rejected by many in the Church. Some of 
whom went so far as to question whether or not Ellen White had lost 
her gift of prophecy, and she could no longer be trusted. Let that sink 
in, in rejecting the light, they had begun to enter increasing darkness.  
It was then and is now a very serious step to take in rejecting what 
one considers “new light” when in fact it is truth. Of those who reject 



 
new light by holding on to their cherished opinions at any cost, they 
had raised them to the level of idols. This is the essence of Baal 
worship. 

 

We ought not to guess at anything 
{GC 598.1} 

We have sufficient light to make a decision, for or against, on 
these matters. Is Christ eternal? Is the Holy Spirit fully divine, a 
separate and distinct personality and a third member of the heavenly 
Trio? So declares the prophetess! You don’t need to fully understand 
it, but you need to accept it on faith. For some, these points will 
become a life and death issue. 

A change in the SDA doctrine of a Triune God did not come 
without a thorough review and careful consideration of the evidence. 
This transition created great conflict and in the early 20th century 
when the new view of the Godhead found acceptance by Adventist 
theology. In the middle of that century, the doctrine of a Triune God 
was fully accepted. Some say this was a tragic mistake and would 
have us restore the old anti-Trinitarian views. This writer says the 
world Church accepted the light as it came, and for this, all praise and 
honor are due to the Father, to the Son and to the Holy Spirit in equal 
measure. 

The official Adventist fundamental beliefs, adopted in 1980, 
further clarified the position of Gods Church in belief #2: "There is 
one God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, a unity of three co-eternal 
Persons.” This position, as originally endorsed by the prophetess 
decades earlier has been accepted as sound doctrine. God “winked” 
at our ignorance for a time, but time is fast slipping away.  

There can be no halfway, no fence sitting on these important 
issues concerning the full Divinity of each of the members of the 
“heavenly Trio”. “Multitudes have a wrong conception of God and 
His attributes, and are as truly serving a false god as were the 
worshipers of Baal.” ‘Patriarchs. and Prophets.’ Chap. 14, pg. 178  
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