
 

The 7
th

 SEAL 
Silence for about a half hour 

 
 We begin by consideration of the events leading up to the 
opening of the seventh seal in Revelation 8:1. The sixth seal brought 
us right to the edge of the return of Christ, but stopped just short of 
that glorious event, chapter 6. The two primary verses that establish 
that time when the seventh seal is to be opened are Daniel 11:45 and 
Daniel 12:1. Small wonder that the devil has kept these two verses 
locked in confusion and debate, as they are a significant part of the 
“Third Angels Message”. 

 
DANIEL 11:45 “And he shall plant the tabernacles of his 

palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he 
shall come to his end, and none shall help him.” 

The “he” of verse 45, is the king of the north, “KON”. He will 
establish the seat of his government in the “glorious holy 
mountain”. This is, without doubt, the Mt. of Olives, located in Israel. 
This is where Christ spent much of His time in prayer and solitude. 
This is where He ascended to heaven. This is where the New 
Jerusalem will be placed on the purified earth. The “glorious holy 
mountain”, is a very special and holy location. 

The “KON”, having planted “the tabernacles of his palace” 
in the Mt. of Olives, then comes to his end, because “none shall 
help him”. This implies that this power has previously received help. 
This invading power has obviously conquered Israel as it will 
establish the seat of its government in that place, says the prophecy. 

In Matthew 27:25 the Jewish Nation declares that Christs 
blood be on them, and on their children. That “prayer” has been 
answered many times over in history and it will be one final time. 

When the KON “comes to his end”, then Daniel 12:1 begins, 
Michael stands up, and probation closes. A time of trouble, such as 
the world has never seen begins. This time of trouble is not against 
the faithful, but against the wicked. Through a series of seven last 
plagues, the world will be utterly destroyed. 

While the faithful will in some degree suffer the effects of the 
various plagues, their lives will be preserved. Their mental anguish 
will be intense, as they seek to draw closer to God. For them, this is 
the Time of Jacobs Trouble and they dare not let go of God. 

The world will certainly see the events unfolding as Daniel 
11:45 begins to be fulfilled. They will witness the collapse of Israel as 
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a nation. Questions will be asked: This will be headline new around 
the world! People will be asking, “What does this mean”? Will this 
lead to WW3? What does prophecy have to say about it? Who are 
these Seventh-day Adventist preaching the “end of the world” has 
come? Perhaps, they are right? 

These events will capture the attention of the world, and this 
will add great impetus to the final efforts of the “Loud Cry”. In a similar 
manner as when the remarkable fulfillment of the 391-year, one 
month and 15 day prophecy of Revelation 9:15 gave great impetus to 
the Millerites’ “Mid Night Cry” message (August 11, 1840). For more 
on this, see the 1888 Great Controversy, pg. 334.    

 
DANIEL 12 

The first four verses of this chapter should have been 
included at the end of the 11

th
 chapter. 

Daniel 12:1 “And at that time shall Michael (Christ) stand 
up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was 
since there was a nation even to that same time and at that time 
thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found 
written in the book.” 

 When the king of the north (KON) comes to his end, Jesus, 
in the Most Holy Place, stands up. He exits the Most Holy Place, 
entering the Holy Place, and here He approaches the altar of 
incense. He fills a golden censor with fire from the altar, and then 
casts it unto the earth. Revelation 8:5 “And the angel [Jesus] took 
the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the 
earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, 
and an earthquake.” Probation is now closed, and the seven last 
plagues begin. These are the final events, in heaven, that will lead to 
His return with the entire angelic host. 

  
“I saw Jesus rise up in the Holiest, and as he came out we 

heard the tinkling of the bells and knew that our High Priest was 
coming out. Then we heard the voice of God which shook the 
heavens and the earth, and gave the 144,000 the day and hour of 
Jesus coming. Then the saints were free, united, and full of the 
glory of God, for he has turned their captivity. And I saw a 
flaming cloud come where Jesus’ stood. Then Jesus laid off his 
priestly garment and put on his Kingly robe, and took his place 
on the cloud which carried him to the East, where it first 
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appeared to the saints on earth--a small black cloud which was 
the sign of the Son of Man. While the cloud was passing from 
the Holiest to the East, which took a number of days, the 
synagogue of Satan worshipped at the saint’s feet.”  Broadside1, 
April 6, 1846, par. 8 

“I was pointed down to the time when the third angel’s 
message was closing… The last great warning had sounded 
everywhere… the saints were numbered and sealed. 

Every case had been decided for life or death. As Jesus 
moved out of the most holy place… darkness covered the 
inhabitants of the earth. Then I saw Jesus… throw down the 
censer. He raised His hands, and with a loud voice said, “It is 
done.” 

Jesus tarried a moment in the outer apartment of the 
heavenly sanctuary, and the sins which had been confessed 
while He was in the most holy place were placed upon Satan. 
[This is the scape goat type, as seen in the earthly sanctuary]. 

Then I saw Jesus lay off His priestly attire and clothe Himself 
with His most kingly robes… Surrounded by the angelic host, He 
left heaven. The plagues were falling upon the inhabitants of the 
earth.

 

Those who had not prized God’s Word were hurrying to and 
fro… to seek the Word of the Lord. Said the angel, “They shall 
not find it. There is a famine in the land… for hearing the words 
of the Lord.” 

Loud, wailing cries were heard in every direction, "It was you 
who kept me from receiving the truth which would have saved 
me from this awful hour. You have not warned us. You told us 
that all the world was to be converted, and cried, Peace, peace, 
to quiet every fear that was aroused.” 

Soon I saw the saints suffering great mental anguish. They 
seemed to be surrounded by the wicked inhabitants of the earth. 
Every appearance was against them. 

Soon appeared the great white cloud, upon which sat the 
Son of man. When it first appeared in the distance, this cloud 
looked very small. The angel said that it was the sign of the Son 
of man. As it drew nearer the earth, we could behold the 
excellent glory and majesty of Jesus as He rode forth to 
conquer. There was a mighty earthquake. The graves were 
opened, and those who had died in faith under the third angel’s 
message, keeping the Sabbath, came forth from their dusty 
beds.” {EW 279-287} 
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REVELATION 8:1 the 7
th

 Seal 

The seven trumpets are the main theme of this chapter, 
although the first verse of this chapter is the close of the events 
related in chapter 7. Therefore, Revelation 8:1 should not have been 
separated from Revelation chapter 7. 

 
1 AND when he had opened the seventh seal, there was 

silence in heaven about the space of half an hour. 
The series of seven seals is here resumed and concluded. 

The sixth chapter closed with the events of the sixth seal, the eighth 
commences with the opening of the seventh; hence the seventh 
chapter stands parenthetically between the sixth and seventh seals, 
from which it appears that the sealing work belongs to the sixth seal. 

The seventh chapter added details to the sixth seal that 
brings us to the very edge of Christ’s return but stops just short of that 
glorious event. Hence, the seventh chapter of Revelation stands 
between the sixth and seventh seals being opened. Rev. 8:1 
completes the “seals” testimony. 

The angels are closely watching the final movements of 
Jesus as He prepares to leave heaven and return to earth. He exits 
the Holiest, pauses at the altar in the Holy, and then pauses again 
just before He exits the Holy. 

In harmony with William Millers Rule #11, this final sequence 
of events takes about thirty literal minutes. 11. How to know when a 
word is used figuratively: If it makes good sense as it stands, 
and does no violence to the simple laws of nature, then it must 
be understood literally; if not, figuratively. Revelation 12:1-2; 
17:3-7. The time frame does no violence to the simple laws of nature, 
nor is there any specific reason to interpret this “half hour” as 
prophetic or symbolic time. During this literal time the angelic host is 
in deep reverence and silence, as they watch Jesus go about the final 
events in preparation for their departure to earth. 

At last, Jesus steps onto the fiery cloud and along with the 
angelic host are a number of days traveling to the east. Destination: 
earth. 
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