
 

“The Eastern Question” 
 
Daniel 11:40. And at the time of the end shall the king of 

the south push at him: and the king of the north shall come 
against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, 
and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and 
shall overflow and pass over. 

The “time of the end” was the termination of a 1,260-year 
prophecy, 1798. The “him” in this verse is General Napoleon, who 
invaded both Egypt, the “king of the south”, and Palestine. In 
response to this invasion of the Ottoman Empire, the “king of the 
north”, the Caliph then “comes against him”, Napoleon. Here we 
have a three-way war. France, Egypt, and Turkey, at the “time of the 
end”, 1798. 

For over a 1,000 years persecution against Christians had 
been carried out by an alliance of Church (the Papacy) and State 
(France). Such a union is what the Bible calls a “beast”. A nation or 
power that persecutes God’s people for religious purposes. 

In 1798, during the French Revolution, France had become 
atheistic and its union with the papacy was broken. France did not 
honor any god above itself, certainly not the God of its fathers. 
Religion was banned by National decree. The pope was arrested and 
died in prison. To the papacy, this was a “deadly wound”. 

It is noteworthy here to recognize that Napoleon had refused 
the order to personally arrest the Pope. He recognized that to control 
the people of any nation, it is good that they have some form of 
religion or a religious spokesperson, such as the Pope. Napoleon had 
much bigger plans that reached well beyond the current actions of 
atheistic Revolutionary France. In this, it could be said, he was acting 
“according to his will” (Daniel 11:36). Along with the land holdings 
of the wealthy and influential, Revolutionary France also confiscated 
the lands and goods of the papacy. These were sold at auction (See 
Daniel 11:39 “shall divide the land for gain”) and the monies raised 
allowed Napoleon to equip a military force of sufficient strength to, in 
his plan, take control of Europe and Asia, if not the world! 

 By invading Egypt, “the king of the south” Napoleon was 
seeking to undermine British influence in India. Then he would move 
north to gain control of Palestine, a province of the Ottoman Empire. 
Continuing north General Napoleon desired to conquer Istanbul 
(formerly Constantinople), Turkey. For he that controls Istanbul, 
controls access to the Black Sea and beyond. This would give him 
unprecedented power over global commerce on two continents, 
Europe and Asia. 



The king of the south 

In this verse “him” is the same subject of attention brought to 
view in verses 36 to 39, atheistic and Revolutionary France, in the 
person of Napoleon. Egypt is the “king of the south” who “pushed 
at him”, Napoleon. That is, they fought valiantly but were outmatched 
by the well-disciplined French forces. The “him” in verses 36 to 40 is 
Revolutionary France in general, but in verse 40, specifically 
Napoleon. 

The identify the “king of the north” (and the south, east, and 
west), is found in Daniel 11:3-5. The four territories of Alexanders 
Empire, divided to the “four winds of heaven” (four points of the 
compass, see Daniel 11:4). Turkey was, in 1798, and continues to be 
today, that power which answers to this specification. The ‘king’ is the 
specific person, who controls the territory in question. In 1798, “the 
time of the end” this was Caliph Selim III. Today it is President 
Erdogan. Istanbul is one of the few cities in the world that borders two 
continents. 

The king of the north 
In 1798 the ‘king’ of the Ottoman Empire, with the help of 

England, counterattacked the French forces. They came against 
Napoleon “like a whirlwind, with chariots (artillery, cannons), and 
with horsemen (calvary), and with many ships” (English fleets). 
Turkey entered into the Palestine area’s to engage Napoleon and 
drive him back to France.  

VERSE 41. He shall enter also into the glorious land, and 
many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out 
of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children 
of Ammon. 

The “he”, in this verse is now the Caliph of the Ottoman 
Empire; and the “glorious land” is Palestine, see Dan. 11:16. In 
order to regain control over those areas that had been under the 
control of Napoleon, the Caliph entered into Palestine to discipline 
and regain control of any rebellion within the provinces. Many had 
preferred French rule, over the oppressive Turks and had 
sympathized, if not outright helped, the French. These rebellious 
areas and peoples had to be brought back under control. In doing he 
“shall overflow and pass over” (victory). 

Some of these areas (Edom, Moab, Ammon) were outside of 
the direct counterattack of the Turks against Napoleon and had 
largely escaped the horrors of war. Others had paid tribute and 
cooperated with the Turkish Empire and in turn, enjoyed a measure 
of independence. These were the ones who “escape[d] out of his 
hand”. 



 
VERSE 42. He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the 

countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 
 The “he” in verse 42 is still the Caliph of Turkey. Like many 
in the area of Palestine, Egypt also desired to be released from the 
oppressive Turks, preferring French rule. But they did “not escape”. 
The Turks, being victorious against France, imposed severe taxes on 
Egypt. Driving them to despair and very nearly financial collapse. 

 
VERSE 43. But he shall have power over the treasures of 

gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and 
the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps. 

The Caliph of Turkey held power over the treasures of Egypt 
by forcing them to pay a certain amount of gold, silver, and 600,000 
measures of corn along with 400,000 of barley. The oppression of 
the Turks against Egypt was severe. 

“The Libyans and the Ethiopians” were predominately the 
unconquered Arabs, who sought the friendship of the Turks and 
were tributary to them while maintaining a degree of independence. 

 
VERSE 44. But tidings out of the east and out of the 

north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great 
fury to destroy and utterly to make away many. 

The “him” in this verse continues to be the king of the north, 
the leader of the Turkish Empire. This verse has moved us forward in 
time from 1798 to 1800 into the 1850s. “Tidings” are military 
intelligence reports, in this case, of an impending threat against the 
Ottoman Empire. This intelligence revealed that at least two nations 
were in preparation to attack the Empire. One from the north, Russia 
and one from the east, Iran (then Persia).  

In spite of the claims by Russia, that they had no plans of 
invasion, their movements indicated otherwise. The Caliph launched 
a pre-emptive strike against the primary and more powerful 
antagonist, Russia. Thus began the ‘Crimean War’ from 1853 to 
1856. The Turks, with the help of the European powers, prevailed 
against both Russia and Persia and verse 44 was fulfilled. Since 
1856 it remains the last significant prophecy to have been fulfilled in 
recent history. There is only one verse left in Daniel 11, verse 45. 

 

The Last Verse 

Verse 45. “And he shall plant the tabernacles of his 
palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he 
shall come to his end, and none shall help him.” 
 



Scattered! 
The last verse in Daniel 11 has not yet been fulfilled. When it 

is, the final preparations for the return of Christ will begin (Daniel 
12:1). “And he”, the king of the north, “shall plant” (establish) his 
headquarters, which are “the tabernacles of his palace between” 
the Mediterranean and Dead Seas, “in the glorious holy 
mountain”. This is Jerusalem, the “glorious holy mountain” is the 
Mount of Olives. After this, he will come to his end because “none 
shall help him”. 

The king of the north, Turkey, will establish his headquarters 
in Israel. On this, we have the sure word of prophecy. The ‘prayer’ of 
the Jewish nation recorded in Matthew 27:24-25, is known as the 
“blood curse”. “His blood be on us and on our children”, they had 
declared before Pilate while demanding the crucifixion of Christ. That 
‘prayer’ has been and will be answered one final time. They will again 
be scattered; a final holocaust is coming. 

How, why and when will the king of the north come into 
Israel? This has been the prophetic question since Daniel 11:44 was 
fulfilled in the Crimean War of the 1850s. These are questions are 
commonly referred to as the “Eastern Question”. What will happen to 
the Turks? More importantly to the world, who will then control global 
commerce on two continents by ruling over Istanbul? 

The prophecy states that at some future point, for some 
reason, the king of the north will move the seat of its government into 
Israel. Will they be forced out of Istanbul by some foreign power? Or 
will they move the seat of their government into Israel because, in the 
Muslim religion, Jerusalem belongs to them? Would Israel go so far 
as to use nuclear weapons to oppose such an invasion? 

These questions are well within reason to the military powers 
around the globe! And these questions are critical to Gods people. 
Satan will personate Christ and the “whole world” will wonder after 
the beast[s], plural. These are unions of Church and State, around 
the world, enforcing religious law under the direct supervision of 
Satan, appearing as Christ. The “whole world”. 

Except for, a small group of people who will choose to honor 
God’s commandments, even at the cost of life itself! God’s people, 
the faithful who will honor the laws of God and not man. 
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