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In “The Desire of Ages”, “Patriarchs and Prophets”, 
“The Great Controversy”, and in “Daniel and the Revelation”, 
there is precious instruction. These books must be regarded 
as of special importance, and every effort should be made to 
get them before the people.” Colporteur Ministry, pg. 123, 
1903 

 
“These thoughts are not the fruit of one brain. In the 

time of the end, the Revelation was to be unsealed and 
opened. And from, the open book, light has been shining. 
William Miller saw much. Others since have seen more….  
This standard work [‘Thoughts on Revelation’, first edition 
1863] should be in the library of every believer.” 
The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, July 16, 1867 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 “Return too: Daniel and the Revelation”, is a condensed 
version (about 200 pages) of the original 1897 edition of “Thoughts 
on Daniel and the Revelation”, (about 700 pages). This little “booklet” 
is an excerpt from the “Return too” edition. All of the above are 
available as PDF’s or paperback. Contact the 3 Angels Ranch team 
to order then in print form at ReturntoDar.com, or by email at 
ReturntoDar@gmail.com.  

 
The original book, “Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation” 

was first published in 1881. 1897 and 1912 editions followed, with 
minor updates based on world events that directly impacted unfulfilled 
parts of the prophecies. This excerpt is from the condensed version, 
“Return too: Daniel and the Revelation.” 

All editions retain the findings and conclusions of the Bible 
Study group from Battle Creek, MI. This group was appointed to 
study the prophecies of Daniel and of Revelation in the mid 19

th
 

century. Their work has stood the test of time and we believe interest 
in their findings will continue until Christ returns. Elder Uriah Smith 
was appointed to put the findings of this large study group, meeting 
over a period of about ten years, into book form. Elder James White 
was instrumental for the prophecies in the book of Revelation. 
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DANIEL 11:29-45 
With chapter 12 

 
29 At the time appointed (330 AD), he (Rome) shall return, 

and come toward the south (Judea and Egypt), but it shall not be 
as the former, or as the latter. 

Rome returned toward the south (Palestine, in general) in 
order to reclaim Judea and Egypt as provinces. Judea had first been 
conquered in BC 63 and Egypt in BC 31. Rome was now beginning to 
lose control of these provinces to the barbarians. The earlier 
expeditions of Rome, in capturing and controlling land areas had 
resulted in conquest and glory. But when Rome attempted to retain 
control of these provinces, they met only with demoralization and 
ruin. Thus, it was not like “the former, or as the later”, instead of 
victory, it was defeat. 

Daniel 11:24 specifies that Rome would continue only for a 
prophetic “time” of 360 years. The 360-year prophecy is dated from 
the time when Rome became a recognized universal world power in 
BC 31. 360 years later, in 330 AD, the Empire was split between 
Rome, Italy, and Constantinople, Turkey. This division marks the end 
of the 360 year period, as it left the Empire to weak to defend itself 
against the influx of barbarians, both west, and east. Rome was 
rapidly losing its status as a world power and western Rome would 
collapse in 476 AD. 

Notable among the influx of barbarians were the pagan 
Germanic Franks, who would later become France. They formed an 
alliance with the Bishops of Rome and became very powerful in 538. 
The alliance would continue for 1,260 years until the French 
Revolution in 1798 took the Pople prisoner and dissolved Catholicism 
as a religion. This is commonly known as the “deadly wound”. 

A union of Church and State that persecutes God’s people is 
called a “beast” power in Bible prophecy. There have been many 
“beast” powers over the centuries, the term is not exclusive to 
Catholicism. Revelation speaks of a future beast with two horns and a 
lamb-like nature. This power will, in due time, ally itself with apostate 
Christianity and “speak like a dragon”. That is, persecute Gods 
people. The prophetic specifications leave no doubt this power is the 
United States. The first beast, Catholicism will once again be active in 
persecuting Gods people in the “Old World”. In the “New World”, it will 
be apostate Christianity, enforcing religious laws by the civil power. 
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E. G. White comments on Daniel 11:30-36 
E. G. White, author, and Biblical commentator speaking of, and 

quoting Daniel 11:30-36, in 1904 wrote: 
“The prophecy in the eleventh of Daniel has nearly reached its 

complete fulfillment. Much of the history that has taken place in 
fulfillment of this prophecy will be repeated. In the thirtieth verse a 
power is spoken of that: [Daniel 11:30-36, quoted] “…shall be 
grieved, and return, and have indignation against the holy 
covenant: so shall he do; he shall even return and have 
intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant.” 

Scenes similar to those described in these words will take place. 
We see evidence that Satan is fast obtaining the control of human 
minds who have not the fear of God before them. Let all read and 
understand the prophecies of this book, for we are now entering upon 
the time of trouble spoken of: [Dan. 12:1-4, quoted.] 

The Spirit of the Lord is being withdrawn from the world. It is no 
time now for men to exalt themselves.” E.G.W. Letter 103, 1904, 
13MR, 394 

The history of Daniel 11:30-36 is repeated in Revelation 13. 
“Scenes similar to those described in these words will take 
place” near the end of time. (Lt103-1904)  

E. G. Whites treatment of verses 30 to 36, as a block, 
suggest that it is a single power here spoken of. We will allow history 
to tell us what power it was that precisely fulfills the specifications of 
the prophecy. This interpretation of Daniel 11 is based on William 
Millers 14 Rules of Interpretation. 

Those who understand the end-time issues in the book of 
Revelation are naturally inclined to try to fit those issues into the book 
of Daniel, particularly Daniel 11:40-45. But the connection between 
Daniel 11 and Revelation’s end-time scenario is not based on verses 
40-45, but rather on verses 30-36. The scenes of which, having met 
their fulfillment in history (the union of Church and State), will be 
simulated in the future. 

It was an alliance of Rome and the Franks (France) civil 
authority of enforcement of religious decree’s that gave power to the 
papacy from 538 to 1798. This union of Church and State is the 
definition of a “beast” power. In a similar manner, it will be the United 
States whose civil authority to enforce religious decrees that will give 
power to Apostate Christian religions. The “image to the beast”, that 
is the beast itself is then a union of Church and State; a religious and 
civil power. This union will command the citizens of the State to honor 
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religious decrees under threat of the loss of liberty and in due time, 
even life itself.  

The Pope is not the primary subject in verses 30-36; the 
Church is powerless without the civil authorities to enforce its 
dogmas. Verses 30-36 describe the civil rulers of France who were 
responsible for supporting the Pope. This is a symbiotic relationship 
in that the State also benefited from the influence and power of the 
religious side. But when the civil power was withdrawn, first in 1773 
by ordering the Church to dissolve the Jesuit order, persecution 
almost wholly stopped. It is only when the state establishes and 
enforces religious laws that persecution happens. This is the lesson 
for the last days that is to be learned from verses Daniel 11:30-36. 

VERSE 30. For the ships of Chittim (Barbarian invaders) 
shall come against him (Rome): therefore he shall be grieved, 
and return (from the south, Judea and Egypt), and have 
indignation (anger) against the holy covenant (hatred toward 
faithful Christians) so shall he do; he (Roman Emperor) shall 
return, and have intelligence with them (the Bishops of Rome) that 
forsake the holy covenant (the papacy). 

The prophetic narrative in this chapter now turns away from 
the Roman Empire, as Gabriel’s narrative shifts to the circumstances 
of how Rome fell and the rise of the papacy. 

“The ships of Chittim” were inclusive of many different 
groups/tribes of barbarian invaders flooding into the Roman Empire 
beginning in the fourth century and continuing into the sixth. They 
predominately came from Europe in a mass migration over a period 
of decades, even centuries. 

The ships of Chittim were based in North Africa and along the 
coast and islands of the Mediterranean Sea. The barbarians carried 
out their devastating attacks from 378 to 476. Attempts to stop the 
invasions were unsuccessful and both western and eastern Rome 
was forced to watch its provinces and cities pillaged; thus they were 
“grieved”. 

Rome blamed the faithful Christians for all the trouble in the 
land, and had “indignation against the holy covenant.” In their 
anger, they sought an alliance with the powerful Franks. The 
Germanic tribes were organized under King Clovis and had become a 
military force to be reckoned with. Clovis, having converted from 
paganism to Catholicism, formed an alliance with the bishops of 
Rome. 

The bishops had no civil or military power to enforce their 
religious decrees, though they certainly had the will and the desire to 
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do so. The Roman Empire itself, in 476 AD, had lost the city of Rome 
and the last Emperor had fled for his life. With the alliance of the 
Franks, in combination with the remaining power of the Byzantine 
Empire (Turkey), there was now sufficient strength to subdue the 
barbarians. They would regain control, not only of Rome and the lost 
provinces but much of Europe as well. 

In verses 30-36 we see how the civil forces were focused on 
achieving power and dominance with the triple alliance the Franks, 
the Byzantine Empire and the papacy. The role of the Pope was as 
spokesperson wielding powerful religious influence over the 
populace. Here is the call to support both “God and country”. 

“And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, 
and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must 
continue a short space.” Revelation 17:10 

In the time of John, the Seer of Patmos, five forms of Roman 
government had passed and John was living under the 6

th
 or 

‘Imperial’ form. In 476 the Imperial form of government had passed 
and was replaced by the 7

th
.  This was an Exarchate (a governor of a 

province) located not in the city of Rome, but north of that place, in 
Ravenna, Italy. The Exarchate only ruled over what was left of the 
Western Roman Empire only for a “short space” of time (Rev. 
17:10), from 476 to 538. 

Revelation 13:1 also speaks of the seven heads of Rome, 
“And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up 
out of the sea, having seven heads [forms of government] and ten 
horns [ten nations that would rise from the breakup of the Roman 
Empire], and upon his horns ten crowns (kings, rulers, leaders), 
and upon his heads the name of blasphemy [the papacy].” 

Imperial Rome was no more. From all the best aspects of the 
first seven “heads”, that is, the seven previous forms of Roman 
government the eighth form arose. Though often mistakenly identified 
as the seventh, the papacy was, in fact, the eighth. This was a union 
of Church and State, Roman Catholicism, the Franks, and the 
Byzantine Empire. Through a series of wars between 508 and 538 
this union was fully established and in 538 was firmly established. 

The religious aspect of this union was prophesied to continue 
for 1,260 years. At the “time of the end” in 1798, the pope was taken 
prisoner and the union of Church and State was no more. In the midst 
of the French Revolution, the nation had become atheist and utterly 
rejected religion. France then confiscated the lands and holdings of 
that Church and sold them. This was a “deadly wound” to the papal 
structure. It is noteworthy that Napoleon had refused an order by the 
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government of France to arrest the pope and this is why a 
subordinate General was sent instead. Why did Napoleon refuse? He 
understood the power of religion over the people as a method of 
control and knew that France was making a mistake in removing this 
potentially powerful ally.

 

It was the Franks who consistently supported the papal power 
from 508 to 1798, 1,290 years, also a specification of the prophecy. It 
was France who provided civil authority and power to the papacy. 
And it was France who would first begin to remove that power in 
1773, by the dissolution of the Jesuit order. The power of the Church 
was completely removed in 1798, with the arrest and subsequent 
death of the Pope. 

The power spoken of in verse 30 is civil, first pagan Rome, 
turning away from paganism and beginning to embrace Christianity in 
313 AD with the conversion of Constantine. This the union of Church 
and State would grow increasingly powerful after the fall of Rome and 
the conversion of King Clovis of the Franks to Catholicism. French 
Monarchs would, in turn, follow this union for the next 1,260 years. 

The Byzantine Emperor, Justinian also allied himself with this 
new union of Church and State. The papacy itself passed from the 
stage of history in 1798, via a “deadly wound”. In the future it will be 
active in the ‘Old World’, being replaced in the “New World” by 
‘apostate Christianity’. It will be Christians, in America, who will 
establish an ‘image’ to the first beast. This “new power”, the ‘two-
horned beast’, will at first be a “lamb-like Nation”, with religious 
tolerance and freedom. But when it establishes an image to the 
beast, it will stand in violation of its own Constitution and in direct 
opposition to the laws of God. It is then that it will “speak like a 
dragon”, just as the first beast had done. A nation speaks through its 
assembly that passes and enforces civil laws. 

It will enforce the religious decrees demanded by apostate 
Christianity, as did France enforce the religious decrees of 
Catholicism. Thus apostate Christianity in the New World will link 
hands with the papacy in the Old World. Apostate Christianity 
includes all those who have abandoned the basic concepts of 
religious freedom, but in particular violation of the fourth 
commandment. At that time, its cup of iniquity will be full. National 
apostasy will be followed by national ruin. 

Just as the first beast did “think to change times and laws” 
(Daniel 7:25) so the image will do likewise. The word “think” is best 
understood as meaning to plan, to determine to take some action, not 
just “think”, but to act with purpose and intelligence. 
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The union of Church and State, France and the papacy were 
not content to establish their authority and power only in the old 
Roman Empire areas but sought to export this new religion to the 
provinces of Europe as well. 

America will act in a similar manner when it sets up an image 
to the first beast. This will be a turning point in the history of the world 
that will ultimately lead to the whole world honoring the “beast” and 
the “image". It will be the civil authorities, in America and around the 
world that will enforce religious decrees by persecution against those 
who stand in its way. God’s faithful people, those who know they 
must obey God rather than man, will be treated as traitors and rebels. 
By all those who have “indignation against the holy covenant”, 
those who stand in opposition to laws of God. 

31 And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall 
pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily 
sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh 
desolate. 

The word sacrifice is not in the original text. The word “daily” 
means “continual” and is a reference to all forms of religion, pagan or 
even so-called, Christian; any group that opposes the rise of this 
union of Church and State, the papacy. All of this opposition, in 
whatever form it may be found, had to be removed before 
Catholicism, the “desolation of abomination”, could be established. 

The ten horns of Revelation 13:1 are the ten divisions of the 
Roman Empire, following its collapse in 476 AD. Among them was a 
“little horn”, Catholicism. The ten divisions of Rome would become 
ten nations of Europe. For a time, “one hour” (hóra, an indefinite 
period of time, Rev. 17:12) these ten powers did give to the Bishops 
of Rome their power and authority. Pagan Rome had given way to 
Christian (Catholicism) Rome. 

Church/State “shall stand on his part.” King Clovis of the 
Franks (France) and the bishops were benefitted by those 
sympathetic to the Catholic cause coming into the army to fight 
against those who opposed it. 

America will, in a similar manner, benefit from those who 
sincerely believe the government must “take this country back to 
God”. Those who will stand in support of a national Sunday law, 
sincere though they are, will be sincerely mistaken. 

“And they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength”. The 
city of Rome was the sanctuary of strength for the “little horn” which 
was greatly weakened when the Empire was divided in 330 AD. It 
was further weakened, ‘polluted’ by the civil wars between pagan, 
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Arian and Catholic faiths leading up to 508. “And shall take away 
the daily [sacrifice]”. The union of Church and State continued their 
campaign aggressively between 508 and 538 to take away any 
remaining opposition. Three of the “ten horns” (future nations) were 
utterly destroyed because they would not accept Catholicism. This 
union successfully established the “abomination that maketh 
desolate”, the papacy, first in 508 and it achieved absolute power in 
the year 538. This would prove to be especially “desolating” to Gods 
faithful for 1,260 years into the future. 

32 And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall 
he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God 
shall be strong, and do exploits. 

 “And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he…” 
The subject of this sentence, the pronoun “he” continues to denote 
the successive French monarchs that followed King Clovis. This is 
Pepin, Charlemagne, and their successors who were allied with the 
papacy; those who “do wickedly against the covenant”. Along with 
men of influence in the community by flatteries and promises of 
honor, wealth, spiritual favors and power. It was the civil arm of the 
alliance that carried out the terrible persecution of Gods people. 

One “arm” of this union of Church and State used threats of 
force, even unto death, while the religious arm used threats of 
spiritual and eternal damnation. There is no greater power than fear 
generated in the soul of man that he will suffer an eternal hellish loss. 
The civil arm of the French worked in unison with the religious arm of 
the Church to drive this point home and retain power over the people. 

Those that “knew their God”, true Christians, remained 
strong in the faith and took a courageous stand for the truth. They did 
so in spite of intense persecution. 

33 And they that understand among the people shall 
instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by 
captivity, and by spoil, many days. 

As the State persecuted the Christians the faithful did instruct 
many in the ways of righteousness. Never the less, some 50 to 100 
million martyrs paid with their lives for doing so. 

34 Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a 
little help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries. 

Help was provided of God in that His people could flee into 
the wilderness and escape persecution. Help was also provided by 
the Protestant Reformation. However, many respected scholars of 
the Renaissance, prominent Christians, and fickle Christians offered 
“flatteries”, money and goods to associate with the defectors.  
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35 And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try 
them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of 
the end, (1798): because it is yet for a time appointed. 

The length of papal reign spoken of in verses 30 to 35 was 
1,260 years. He will speak against the Most High and oppress his 
saints and change the set times and the laws. The saints will be 
handed over to him for “a time, times and the dividing of time”, so 
states Daniel 7:25. In Daniel 12:7 it is stated as “time, times, and an 
half”. In Revelation 12:14, as “time, and times, and half a time”. 
These are all a 1,260 year period beginning in AD 538 and ending at 
the “time appointed”, 1798, when the papacy received its deadly 
wound. 

Jesus prophesied concerning the length of the 1,260 years of 
persecution brought to view in verses 30 to 35, saying: “When ye 
therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let 
him understand).” Matthew 24:15. Verse 21

“
For then shall be great 

tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever shall be. Verse 22 And except those days should 
be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake 
those days shall be shortened.” Matthew 24:21-22 

Jesus understood that His disciples could not bear the full 
knowledge of what was to come. In mercy, He mingled His prophetic 
utterances between two events. The first dealt with the coming 
destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, by Rome. The second period of 
persecution was against Christians. It was so severe and last so long 
(1,260 years) the world would never see anything like it again. He left 
it to his disciples, and to us, to figure out when and how the details 
were to be applied. 

Daniel 12:1 speaks of yet another period of such severe 
destruction the world has never seen and will never see again. This 
second period of destruction is not against the Christians but against 
the wicked. It takes place after the close of probation and leaves the 
surface of the earth in complete chaos. Such is the damage caused 
by the seven last plagues poured out just prior to Christ’s return.  

The French Revolution, 1789 
The power spoken of in verse 30 is the same power here 

called “the king”, in verse 36. 
36 And the king (pagan Revolutionary France, the civil arm 

of the former union of Church and State, now dissolved. One could 
make a case for this “king” being specifically General Napoleon. In 
general it was France who “shall do according to his will; and he 
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shall exalt himself (the paganism and atheism of France exalted 
itself above every god), and magnify himself above every god (this 
is atheism), and shall speak marvelous things against the God of 
gods (blasphemy), and shall prosper till the indignation (against 
religion, the papacy) be accomplished: for that that is determined 
shall be done. 

France is here represented as a new power because of the 
dissolution of the Church/State alliance. The French ‘revolution’ of 
atheism will now be detailed in verses 37 to 39. 

In the Savior's conversation with His disciples upon Olivet, 
when He said the tribulation should be shortened. He gave the signs 
we were to look for. “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun 
shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light.” Mark 
13:24. 

The 1,260-year prophecy terminated in 1798, but a quarter of 
a century earlier, in 1773, persecution had almost wholly ceased. 
This was accomplished by France commanding Catholicism to 
dissolve the Jesuit order.  After the days of persecution, was the sun 
to be darkened. The 19th of May, 1780 answers to this specification 
of the prophecy. 

The populace of France rose up in rebellion against the state 
and against the Catholic Church. The French National Constituent 
Assembly seized the properties and land held by the Catholic Church 
and sold them. On July 12, 1790, the assembly passed the Civil 
Constitution of the Clergy that subordinated the Roman Catholic 
Church in France to the French government. The last Monarch of 
France, King Louis XVI and his queen, Mary-Antoinette, were 
imprisoned in August 1792, and in September the monarchy was 
abolished. In 1798, the Pope was taken prisoner and thus 
Catholicism received its ‘deadly wound’. 

As we consider the circumstances and the formation of the 
union of Church and State, the rise of the papacy this will, in a similar 
manner be repeated. A new union of Church and State will be formed 
by the ‘two-horned beast’, America. This nation will “have 
intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant”, apostate 
Christianity, and will in turn set up an “image” to the first beast by 
Federal law. 

37. Neither shall he (neo-pagan Revolutionary France) 

regard the God of his father’s (Revolutionary France turned away 

from European Christianity), nor the desire of women (easy divorce 

was introduced by France and the family was undermined), nor 
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regard any god: for he (neo-pagan Revolutionary France) shall 

magnify himself (neo-pagan Revolutionary France) above all (the 

state is a god in atheistic political theory). 

 Three peculiar features must appear in the power which 
fulfills verses 37-39. 
(1) It must assume the character described near the beginning of the 
time of the end (atheism). The French Revolution began in 1789 and 
the deadly wound marks the end of the 1,260 years of persecution in 
1798. The “time appointed” (verse 35) was the termination of the 
1,260-year prophecy. 
(2) It must be a willful power. 
(3) It must be an atheistic power. 

Perhaps the two latter specifications might be united by 
saying that it’s ‘willfulness would be manifested toward atheism’. The 
French Revolution alone answers to the specifications indicated in 
the prophecy, as the papacy has never been an atheistic system. 

 “Neither shall” Revolutionary France “regard the” Christian 
“God of his father’s”. France became an atheistic nation. Nor shall 
he regard “the desire of women”; easy divorce was introduced, the 
family was undermined and licentiousness prevailed. Nor would he 
“regard any god”. France magnified itself “above all” gods. In 
atheistic political theory, the state itself is a god. 

38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: 
and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, 
and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. 

Revolutionary France honored “the God of forces”, not God 
as the creator. Evolutionary atheism forms the basis of socialism and 
communism, then and today. This was exalted into a state religion 
and men worshiped the ‘forces of nature’ and not the ‘Creator of 
nature’. 

This pagan god “whom his fathers knew not” would be 
honored “with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and 
pleasant things”, as pagans are inclined to heap such things upon 
their idols. 

39 Thus shall he (France) do in the most strong holds 
(France exported its paganism and atheism to Europe by sword and 
influence) with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and 
increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many 
(France’s atheistic socialism continues to dominate the culture and 
policy of the modern world), and shall divide the land for gain. 

The wealthy classes and nobilities had their businesses and 
estates confiscated and divided up among the poorer classes. This 
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secured the votes of the common man and inadvertently encouraged 
a welfare state. 

When the Revolution began there was anarchy on every 
front, from 1789 to 1799. During this period of time, France had been 
led by a series of committees, which resulted in much confusion of 
leadership. The one constant was Napoleon, who quietly did as he 
deemed best for himself, according to his own will, to further his aims 
of conquering the world. For the military to be the “actual power 
behind the throne” is a common theme with revolutions. It is often a 
powerful General who rises to take control of the State, and this is 
what Napoleon would do, in due time, declaring himself the Monarch 
of France. 

The paganism and atheism of France, in the times of the 
revolution, exalted itself above every god. France spoke “marvelous 
things against the God of gods” publicly challenging God to speak, 
to prove His existence in the times of this revolution. 

Napoleon’s Egyptian Campaign of 1798 
France, Egypt, and Turkey 

40 And at the time of the end (1798) shall the king of the 
south (the ‘King’ of Egypt) push at him (Napoleon): and the king of 
the north (The Caliph of Turkey) shall come against him (France, 
in the person of Napoleon) like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with 
horsemen, and with many ships (the Turkish fleet in alliance with 
an English fleet); and he shall enter into the countries, and shall 
overflow and pass over. 

The Turkish/English alliance would drive Napoleon back to 
France. Turkey would then regain control of the many countries 
Napoleon has invaded in his campaign. Verse 40 details some of 
these actions. 

In 1798, Napoleon refused the French committee’s order 
to arrest the Pope in Italy. Napoleon was acting and doing that 
which was according to his own will. Instead of following this direct 
order, he began his military campaign against the king of the south, 
Egypt. He had little interest in the religion of the papacy, but he 
understood that people are more content and more easily controlled 
with some recognized form of religion. To remove the pope at that 
time would not only have a negative impact on the people but on his 
own goals as well. He would deal with the papacy in his own time and 
way. His ultimate goal of a campaign against Egypt was to disrupt 
trade and then move to conquer England. France was focused on its 
own internal revolution at this time which allowed a measure of 
independence for him. 
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Napoleon waited patiently for the political winds to be in his 
favor. Upon his return from the Egyptian campaign by way of a ‘coup’ 
he became “The first Consul” in 1801. In 1804 he declared himself 
the Monarch (king) of France. 

One of his first acts was to allow a new pope to be elected. 
This, it could be said, was the beginning of the healing of the “deadly 
wound. It should here be noted that the wound will not be entirely 
healed until the power to command heretics to death is returned to 
the pope. And the image formed in America will, in a similar manner, 
acquire the same power against God’s people. Verse 40 was fulfilled 
in 1798. In Daniel 11:35 and in 12:7, the phrase “the time of the 
end” is connected with the end of the “time, times, and a half”; the 
1,260-year prophecy termination. This was the same year Napoleon 
invaded the king of the south, Egypt, who ‘pushed back’. But Egypt 
was no match for the well-disciplined French troops and was 
defeated. 

“The king of the north” continues to be that power first 
identified in Daniel 11:3-5. In 1798 this was Caliph Selim III of Turkey. 
Ruler of the northern territory of Alexander the Greats divided Empire. 
The king of the north came against Napoleon (“shall come against 
him”) by declaring war on France in 1799. Turkey came against 
Napoleon “like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, 
and with many ships”. England allied itself with Turkey and sent 
Lord Nelson’s fleet of ships to assist in defeating Napoleon. “And 
he”, the king of the north, Caliph Selim III of Turkey, entered into the 
countries involved in this invasion and ‘overflowed and passed 
over’ (was victorious) in the battle just described. 

Thus we can be certain that the identity of the pronoun ‘he’ in 
the sentence, “and he shall enter” is the king of the north. This lets 
us know that the remaining pronouns in this chapter all refer to the 
king of the north. 

41 He (the Caliph of Turkey) shall enter also into the 
glorious land, (Palestine, see Dan. 11:16) and many countries 
shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, 
even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. 

He, Caliph Selim III of Turkey reclaimed the territory of 
Palestine, which Napoleon had just taken. Edom, Moab, and Ammon 
are south-east of modern Jordan and the Dead Sea. These areas 
were outside the limits of Palestine and thus they escaped the 
ravages of war. In their haste to come against Napoleon, the Turks 
had taken the most direct route, directly south through Syria and 
modern-day Israel to arrive in Egypt. 
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42 He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the 
countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 
 Caliph Selim III of Turkey came against all those who were or 
might be allies of France, and this included Egypt itself. Egypt desired 
to be released from the oppressive Turks and the Egyptian Mameluke 
control, preferring French rule. But they did “not escape”. The Turks 
were victorious against France and continued to hold Egypt as a 
province. 

43 But he shall have power over the treasures of gold 
and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the 
Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps. 

Turkey held “power over the treasures of gold and of 
silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt” and forced 
Egypt to pay to the Turkish government a certain amount of gold, 
silver, and 600,000 measures of corn along with 400,000 of barley. 

“The Libyans and the Ethiopians” were the unconquered 
Arabs, who sought the friendship of the Turks and were tributary to 
them while maintaining a degree of independence. 

The Time Frame for Verse 44 is 1853 to 1856 
44 But tidings out of the east (Iran) and out of the north 

(Russia) shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great 
fury to destroy and utterly to make away many. 

In this verse, “tidings” are military intelligence reports; which 
at times may be based on rumor or on occasion, an intelligent guess. 
This intelligence was coming from two areas, the literal north, which 
was Russia and the literal east, which was Persia (Iran). 

The Caliph had a right to be troubled, in spite of the claims by 
Russia that they had no plans of invasion, their movements indicated 
otherwise. The Caliph launched a pre-emptive strike against the 
primary and more powerful antagonist, Russia. 

Thus began the ‘Crimean War’ from 1853 to 1856. It was 
soon realized that Russia and Persia had in fact been conspiring to 
invade and conquer Turkey. The Turks, with the help of European 
powers, did prevail against both Russia and Persia. Thus verse 44 
fulfilled, and this verse remains the last significant prophecy to be 
fulfilled since 1856. 

From this point, attention has been focused on how and when 
verse 45 might be fulfilled, which is the “Eastern Question”. This was 
the focus of students of prophecy since 1856 and it remains or should 
remain, our focus today. This has been and will remain, “present 
truth” until this verse is fulfilled. And when it is, Michael shall “stand 
up”, Daniel 12:1, and probation for mankind will cease. 
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 45 And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace 
between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall 
come to his end, and none shall help him. 

“And he”, the king of the north, the current leader of Turkey 
(the northern division of Alexander’s divided Empire, see Daniel 11:3-
5), will “plant” (place or establish) his headquarters “the 
tabernacles of his palace between” the Mediterranean and Dead 
Seas, “in the glorious holy mountain”. This is Jerusalem. After he 
has done this, he will come to his end because “none shall help 
him”. 

The king of the north, currently Turkey, will establish his 
headquarters in Palestine (Israel), which can only mean, Israel has 
been conquered. This then is the answer to the “Eastern Question” 
the world has been asking for over a hundred years! Israel will fall. 

At this time we can only offer conjecture as to many of the 
details on the Eastern Question, verse 45. It seems reasonable to 
conclude the fulfillment of this verse will be within the time frame of 
the establishment of an “image” to the first beast by the “two-horned 
beast”, America. The oppressive laws which will accompany this 
image will be contrary to God’s commandments and civil penalties for 
disobedience to them will be increasingly severe. Those with only a 
surface faith will fall in delusion and will in time, lay down the cross. 
This great shaking of Gods people, a terrible ordeal, will purify His 
Church. 

When it is over, only two groups on earth will remain; those 
who have chosen to honor God’s commandments, even at the cost of 
life itself, and those who have chosen to accept the “mark” of the 
beast. Some will intellectually support this apostasy (a mark in the 
forehead).  Others will merely go along with it to avoid persecution (a 
mark in the hand). 

It is at some point within this time frame (a National Sunday 
law, the invasion of Israel and the king of the north establishing his 
headquarters in Palestine) that the close of probation becomes 
imminent. We are not told, nor will anyone know exactly when 
Michael stands up. It could be that some time will pass after the king 
of the north comes to his end, before Daniel 12:1 is fulfilled. But by 
the signs and the waymarks, we can know, as Satan will also know, 
that the time is very near. These events will add great impetus to the 
final efforts to warn the world of the soon-coming Savior. In a similar 
manner as when the remarkable fulfillment of the 391-year and 15 
days prophecy of Revelation 9:15, in 1840, gave great impetus to the 
Millerites’ “Mid Night Cry” message of the second coming of Christ.   
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Satan’s anger and desperation are also greatly increased, 
knowing his time is then especially very, very short. Thus, it is 
reasonable to conclude that it is within this time frame that Satan will 
appear in many different places around the world as the personation 
of Christ. He will work apparent miracles, seemingly raising the dead 
and even calling down fire from the heavens. This delusion will be so 
powerful that if it were possible, even the very elect would be 
deceived. 

Only those who have fortified their mind with the truth 
will be able to discern this is a false Christ. Will the king of the 
north come to his end because all the world will wonder after this 
personation of Christ by the author of evil? Apostate Christianity, 
Muslim, Hindu, atheist, all will be “converted”, that is, will choose to 
honor and obey this false Christ. 

“None shall help” the king of the north because all are 
deceived and become followers of this false Christ. Satan’s 
personation of Christ is one of a three-fold union: Spiritualism, 
apostate Christianity (image to the beast) and the papacy (the first 
beast). 

 

DANIEL 12 

The first four verses of this chapter should have been 
included at the end of the 11

th
 chapter. 

1. And at that time shall Michael (Christ) stand up, the 
great prince which standeth for the children of thy people and 
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there 
was a nation even to that same time and at that time thy people 
shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the 
book. 

In answer to the question of his disciples concerning the sign 
of His coming and of the end of the world, Christ had pointed out 
some of the most important events in the history of the world and of 
the church from his first to his second advent in Matthew 24. Namely, 
the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, the great tribulation of the 
church under the Roman pagan and papal persecutions AD 538-
1798, the darkening of the sun and moon (1780), and the falling of 
the stars (1833). These events, concerning Gods Church, are now all 
past. 

The next and last great time of trouble, such as the world has 
never seen, specified in Daniel 12:1 does not come against the 
Church but against the wicked of this world. In Matthew 24 Jesus 



21 
 
mingled these “times of trouble”. The one against the Church, which 
was to be cut short (persecution almost wholly ended in 1773). And 
one for the wicked nations of the world, in the form of seven last 
plagues, which occur after probation has closed and just before 
Christ’s return. 

2. And many (only some) of them that sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life (the righteous), and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt (those who pierced and 
reviled Christ). 

3. And they that be wise (teachers of truth) shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to 
righteousness (lead others to the truth) as the stars forever and 
ever. 

4. But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the 
book, even to the time of the end (sealed until 1798): many shall 
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased (knowledge of 
the prophecies especially). 

5. Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other 
two, the one on this side of the bank of the river, and the other 
on that side of the bank of the river. 6. And one said to the man 
clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How 
long shall it be to the end of these wonders? 7. And I heard the 
man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river,  
when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, 
and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, 
times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to 
scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be 
finished. 

The question, “How long shall it be to the end of these 
wonders”, verse 6; A partial answer is given in Daniel 8:13-14, 2,300 
years before the sanctuary is to be cleansed. This time prophecy 
terminated in 1844. “How long . . . the vision . . . to give both the 
sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?” This question is 
more specific, how long will Gods Church and His people be 
persecuted, or trodden underfoot? 

This period of this time is within the greater length of the 
2,300-year prophecy and is noted as a “time, times, and a half”. 
Time=360, Times=720 and half a time=180. Then it will be for 1,260 
years, from 538 AD, when the pope came to full power until 1798 
when that power was removed. This then marks the period of papal 
supremacy (the little horn, or man of sin) during which the Roman 
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papal power would be allowed to scatter “the power of the holy 
people”. That is, oppress Gods people. 

8. And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my 
Lord, what shall be the end of these things? 9. And he said, Go 
thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the 
time of the end. 10. Many shall be purified, and made white, and 
tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked 
shall understand; but the wise shall understand. 

Daniel understood a time would come when “the wise” would 
understand the meaning of what he had written, and profit thereby, 
but the wicked would not understand. 

11. And from the time that the daily [sacrifice] shall be 
taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set 
up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 

The word sacrifice in this verse is a supplied word by the 
translators, it is not found in the original scriptures. Some power, at a 
specific time, would reveal itself as warring against Christ. This is 
what Paul referred to as the “mystery of iniquity” at work even in his 
time. This mystery power would in due time reveal itself by seeking to 
enforce its peculiar doctrines, even the doctrines of devils. But this 
new power could not rise until the pagan religion of Rome was 
removed. This process of removal began in 313 AD. 

In AD 508 the new mystery power, Roman Christianity was 
becoming clear, replacing the national Roman religion pagan system 
with the papal system; a change that would be complete some thirty 
years later in AD 538. The new religion would be directed by a 
bishop, known as a pope. 

As the time period begins in AD 508 it must terminate 1,290 
years later in 1798, the “time of the end”. This is when the pope was 
taken captive during the French Revolution and thus Catholicism 
received a “deadly wound”. 

12. Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the 
thousand three hundred and five and thirty days. 13. But go thou 
thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at 
the end of the days. 

A prophetic time period of 1,335 days/years is now 
introduced. The time frame is from 508 when the papal power first 
began to rise and then terminated in 1843. One year before the 
2,300-year prophecy terminated in 1844. 

Those living at that time witnessed a revival of Christianity 
and religious freedom the likes of which the world had not seen for a 
thousand years. The truth, the Bible, had been largely withheld for 
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more than a thousand years. Now people were finding their way out 
of the darkness, the truth was setting men’s souls free. 

Ellen G. White, an author of some 50 books on prophecy, 
health, diet, the life of Jesus and more compared “Thoughts on 
Daniel and the Revelation” favorably to her own work. Which include 
‘The Great Controversy’, ‘Desire of Ages’, ‘Patriarchs and Prophets’, 
‘Acts of the Apostles’ and many more. 

 
“The books Daniel and Revelation and The Great Controversy are the 
books which above all others should be in circulation now. Give them 
to the people. Light and truth they must have.” 
21 Manuscript Release [MR], pg. 452, 1890 

 
“Everything that can be done should be done to circulate Thoughts on 
Daniel and the Revelation. I know of no other book that can take the 
place of this one. It is God’s helping hand.” 21 MR, pg. 444, 1901 

 
“The great, essential questions which God would have presented to 
the people are found in Daniel and the Revelation. There is found 
solid, eternal truth for this time. Everyone needs the light and 
information it contains.” 1 MR, pg. 61, 1901 
 
“The interest in Daniel and the Revelation is to continue as long as 
probationary time shall last. God used the author of this book as a 
channel through which to communicate light to direct minds to the 
truth.” 1 MR pg. 63, 1901 

 
 “This is our work. The light that we have upon the third angel’s 
message is the true light. The mark of the beast is exactly what it has 
been proclaimed to be… a most solemn work is to be accomplished 
in our world… A message that will arouse the churches is to be 
proclaimed.  Every effort is to be made to give the light, not only to 
our people but to the world. I have been instructed that the 
prophecies of ‘Daniel and the Revelation’ should be printed in 
small books, with the necessary explanations, and should be sent 
all over the world. Our own people need to have the light placed 
before them in clearer lines.” Vol. 8, Testimonies, pg. 159, 1904 
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Daniel and Revelation illuminate the closing 
events of earth’s history. The last signs are given to 
mankind of Christ’s imminent return. These verses’ and 
commentary are a significant part of the final warning: 

 
The “Third Angels Message” of Revelation 14:9 
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