
 

This Generation Shall Not Pass 
 
Matthew 24:29 Immediately after the tribulation [1773] of those 
days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her 
light [1780], and the stars shall fall from heaven [1833], and the 

powers of the heavens shall be shaken:  30 And then shall 
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all 
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.   

34 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all 
these things be fulfilled. 
 
Jesus has left it to each generation, in His day and to future 
generations, to study out the meaning of His words for themselves. 
What was present truth in AD 70, or 1798 is not present truth today. 
Each generation is to reason out what is present truth for themself. 

 

On the Mount of Olives 
“Tell us,” they said, “when shall these things be? and what shall be 
the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the world?” Jesus did not 
answer His disciples by taking up separately the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the great day of His coming. He mingled the 
description of these two events… leaving the disciples to study out 
the meaning for themselves… His prophetic words reached… to the 
final conflagration in that day when the Lord shall rise out of His place 

to punish the world for their iniquity [Isaiah 28:21 and Daniel 12:1]. This 

entire discourse was given, not for the disciples only, but for those 
who should live in the last scenes of this earth's history.” 
The Desire of Ages, pg 628. 
 
“The Saviour gives signs of His coming, and more than this, He fixes 
the time when the first of these signs shall appear: "Immediately after 
the tribulation of those days [1773, The Great Controversy pg. 306] 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and 
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall 
be shaken. [Matt. 24:29]: and then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
man in heaven [verse 30]: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. And He shall send His angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other… 
Christ has given signs of His coming. He declares that we may know 
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when He is near, even at the doors. He says of those who see these 
signs, "This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled” 
verse 34. These signs have appeared [sun, moon, stars]. Now we 
know of a surety that the Lord's coming is at hand. “Heaven and earth 
shall pass away," He says, "but My words shall not pass away." 
The Desire of Ages, pg 631-632 
 
The point of Ellen Whites comments in Desire of Ages concerning 
three of the signs given in Matthew 24 is that some of these signs 
have appeared. Indeed, some signs appeared before the generation 
with whom He was speaking, passed away. Some signs have 
appeared after them and before our own generation, and some still 
remain for future generations. It is the signs that especially appeared 
immediately after the tribulation ended, in 1773, The Desire of Ages 
addresses the first signs to show His return is near. There were 
some, living in the period of 1780 and 1833, who personally 
witnessed the signs mentioned in The Desire of Ages. These also 
had knowledge of earlier signs as seen in recorded history of that 
time. These include the very first sign of the nearness of His return, 
the Lisbon earthquake of 1755. 
 
There will be a final generation, the last generation alive when Christ 
returns who will personally witness the last of these signs, yet to 
come and then be translated directly to heaven, without ever seeing 
death. Of these it can be said, they have seen all the signs ever given 
to mankind declaring His return. Some were seen as eyewitnesses 
and some were seen by way of the records of history. It has been left 
to each generation to study out the meaning of the words of Christ's 
discourse on the signs for themselves. We are to keep watch, to warn 
the world of those things which have been fulfilled, those that are 
fulfilling at the present time and those that will be fulfilled in the future. 
In this, we are called to continually, prophesy again. 
 
The pages of God’s book gives us many signs of His return. The last 
two signs will not appear until after the close of probation, as noted in 
Daniel 12:1. The first is the shaking of the heavens by the voice of 
God when He speaks, “It is done”, Rev. 16:17 and The Great 
Controversy, pg 636. The word “heavens” includes the sun, moon, 
and earth. This event occurs at midnight when the sun suddenly 
appears and stands still. Great hailstones, each weighing about 
seventy-five pounds begin to fall, Rev. 16:20-21. This is the seventh 
of seven last plagues and it will utterly destroy the earth. 
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“Dark heavy clouds came up and clashed against each other. But 
there was one clear place of settled glory, from whence came the 
voice of God like many waters, which shook the heavens, and the 
earth. The sky opened and shut, and was in commotion. The 
mountains shook like a reed in the wind and cast out rugged rocks all 
around. The sea boiled like a pot and cast out stones upon the land. 
And as God spoke the day and hour of Jesus coming…” Broadside3, 
April 7, 1847 par. 7, “A Vision”. God’s voice then pronounces a 
blessing on those who have kept His Holy Sabbath. The wicked hear 
only thunder and are in abject terror. 
 
Soon, a small black cloud, about half the size of a man’s fist, will be 
seen coming from the east, in the heavens. The wicked do not 
recognize it, but the faithful know this is the final sign; The “Son of 
Man in the heavens”, Matt. 24:30. It is a cloud of angels which 
surrounds the Saviour and which seems in the distance to be 
shrouded in darkness. In solemn silence they gaze upon it as it draws 
nearer the earth, becoming lighter and more glorious until it is a great 
white cloud, it's base a glory like consuming fire. Above it the rainbow 
of the covenant. The Great Controversy, pg 640, also, Broadside3, 
April 7, 1847 par. 6 
 

A Time of Peace 
The period from 1798 to 1848 was a relative time of peace. There 
was in America at that time a “Great Spiritual Awakening”. This 
allowed for William Miller to preach the first and second angels 
messages with minimal interference. We mark the close of this 
relative period of peace as beginning in 1848 with the distress of 
nations. At that time many nations began to engage in Revolutions in 
Europe. The Adventists of this period took notice and recognized the 
distress of the nations in Europe as a sign to their generation. The 
period of relative peace was drawing to a close. War and rumors of 
war were once again on the horizon. 
1843. The 1335 year prophecy ends. The promised ‘blessing’ was 
that those who waited and came to the end of this period would be 
alive to see Christ return. His return could have happened in the time 
frame of 1856-1859, as we shall see. Well within the lifetime of those 
who waited and came to the end of the 1335 year prophecy. But 
something delayed His return. What happened? 
1856, March 30. The next to the last verse in Daniel 11 is fulfilled by 
the Crimean War. A mere two months later Ellen White would have a 
profound vision. 
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Food for Worms 

1856, May 27. “I was shown the company present at the Conference. 

Said the angel: “Some food for worms, some subjects of the seven 
last plagues [these are found among the wicked], some will be alive 
and remain upon the earth to be translated at the coming of Jesus", 
1

st
 Testimonies, pg 131-132. Some of those present at the 

Conference would be alive when Christ returned. Wonderful news 
from the throne of God. Christ's return was truly “even at the door!” 
There still remains a number of prophetic events that must be fulfilled 
before Christ could return in the late 1850s. Some of the people at 
that conference, said the angel, would be alive to personally see 
Jesus return. Could the remaining signs have been fulfilled within the 
lifetime of those at the Conference? The answer is YES! Come, let us 
reason together and consider the evidence. 
 

All Things Were Ready 
1856-1857. The Laodicea message was widely reported on in our 
papers and preached among the Adventists in this period of time. 
This had its effect, resulting in repentance and revival among the 
Adventist people. 
1858. A second revival, this one among apostate Chrisitan Churches 
in America also began; the “Third Great Spiritual Awakening.” 

 
With the fulfillment of Daniel 11:44, only one verse remained before 
the close of probation, Daniel 11:45. When the king of the north 
comes to his end, then the time for Michael to stand up is imminent. 
How much time passes between verse 45 and Daniel 12:1? We are 
not told. Not even the author of evil knows. But we are given a “sign” 
in verse 45, that the close of probation is imminent. This sign will give 
great impetus to the Loud Cry, as did another “remarkable fulfillment 
of prophecy” on August 11, 1840 ((G.C. pg 334.4). See Rev. 9:15 for 
this prophecy, “…an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year…”. 

 
What Might Have Been 

In Palestine the king of the north “shall plant the tabernacles of his 
palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall 
come to his end, and none shall help him”, verse 45. Israel has 
declared it will commit national suicide before it allows itself to be 
conquered by an invading force ever again. When the king of verse 
45 first begins his invasion of Palestine, this means war, the “third 
woe” of Rev. 14:11. The king of the north against Israel, in the last 
epic battle, to be fought in the mid-east. Israel, being a nuclear power 
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may well rely on nuclear devices before allowing itself to be 
conquered. This mid-east conflict will attract the attention of the entire 
world. It will be the front page news in every nation of the world. The 
faithful will recognize these momentous events as the final sign 
leading to the close of probation. The whole world will hear the gospel 
message for the last time, the Sabbath issue will be the final test for 
all of mankind. 
 
In conjunction with verse 45, there are a number of other prophetic 
events that must also be fulfilled, before Michael can stand up (Daniel 
12:1). A National Sunday law, the faithful fleeing the cities and small 
towns seeking refuge in the mountains as they flee from great 
persecution. The Loud Cry is especially the Third Angels Message. A 
careful balance of two truths: His righteousness, not ours, and the 
importance of the law of God, as seen especially in the fourth law, the 
Sabbath. It will result in the mark of the beast for most of the world, 
indeed, for most of God’s people. Only a remnant of the remnant will 
survive a terrible shaking among Gods people. Many a bright light will 
go out., this is the separation of wheat from the tares. We will know 
more about the mark of the beast as the scroll is unrolled. 
 

A National Sunday Law 
We will now consider the “Third Great Spiritual Awakening” in 
America, an apostate Christian repentance and revival movement. 
This “grassroots” movement could have been and will be again in a 
similar manner, the triggering event leading to the demand of the 
people for a National Sunday Law. Presented as a day to spend with 
family and/or as a designated day of national repentance. A “take this 
country back to God” movement. The devil casts a wide net, 
providing a “good excuse” for all those who wish to oppose the law of 
God. This movement, this “revolution” will threaten to remove the 
politicians who dare to oppose them. Fearing for their jobs, they will 
bow to the demands of the people and enact a national Sunday Law, 
in spite of the Constitution. 
 
“I saw the latter rain was coming as the midnight cry, and with 
ten times the power”, SpM 4.3. The “Loud Cry” and the Third 
Angels Message will be joined by the “fourth angel” of Rev.18:1-5. 
When the message has done its work, then the seven last plagues 
will begin to fall. Then the voice of God will shake the heavens and 
the last sign, the “Son of Man in the heavens”, a small black cloud, 
will be seen. Soon, The faithful recognize this sign, while the wicked 
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do not. Soon, the cloud growing ever larger and more glorious will be 
recognized by all as the angels accompanying Christ. 
1859. The Adventist revival dies out, murmuring and complaining set 
in, Christ’s anticipated return is put on hold. The saddest words ever 
penned, “What might have been.” To those for whom the “food for 
worms” prophecy was given, as well as for those to whom the 
promise of the blessing related to the close of the 1335 year 
prophecy. Both groups were supposed to be alive to personally see 
Christ return. Yet, they all died. 
 

No Prophecy Has Failed 
Neither the 1335 year prophecy nor the “Food for Worms” prophecy 
has failed. Just as the Children of Israel were supposed to “cross 
over” but were delayed, for forty years, so Christ's return was delayed 
in the time frame of the late 1850s by the insubordination of His 
people. In like manner, Nineveh’s destruction was delayed, because 
the people of that city repented, but only for a time. Though delayed, 
the prophecy of Jonah was in due time fulfilled and Nineveh was 
indeed destroyed.  
 

NO PROPHECIES HAVE BEEN FULFILLED SINCE 1856 
We have many “signs” and these increase almost daily. But as it 
concerns any given specific prophecy, there are none that have been 
fulfilled since 1856. The last being Daniel 11:44. And so we “occupy”, 
we keep looking up, we continue to prophesy again. 
 

After the tribulation Has Ended 
1755. Lisbon Earthquake, the first sign for the Parousia. 
1773. The Jesuit Order, being disbanded by decree of the Pope, 
caused persecution to “almost wholly cease”, G.C., pg 306. 
1780. Sun and moon events, known as the “Dark Day”. 
1798. The 1290 and 1260 year prophecies end with a “deadly 
wound”. “Then I saw the Mother of Harlots; that the mother was not 
the daughters, but separate and distinct from them. She has had her 
day, and it is past, and her daughters, the Protestant sects, were the 
next to come on the stage...” Spalding and Magan 1.4 
1833. The ‘stars’ fall. 
1840, August 11. The 2nd woe ends when Turkey gives control over 
its government to European powers. This event adds great impetus to 
William Miller's message, the “Midnight Cry”. 
1843. The 1335 year prophecy ends. 
1844. The 2300 year prophecy ends. 



7 
 

1848. The powers of the earth (leaders of nations) are shaken by 
European Revolutions. The relative time of peace comes to an end. 
1888-1906. This was the second time God’s people, given the 
opportunity to cross over, instead continued their insubordination, 
furthering the period of delay. Drops of the Latter Rain had begun to 
fall, but we grieved the Holy Spirit by our rejection of the most 
precious message, “righteousness by faith”. How long, oh Lord, until 
the refreshing returns and the Latter Rain begins anew? 
 

Mark 13 

8  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes [Lisbon, 1755] in divers 
places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the 

beginnings of sorrows.  10 And the GOSPEL must first be 

published among all nations.  30 Verily I say unto you, that this 
generation shall not pass, till all these things be done. 
The gospel was preached to all the world shortly after the time of 
Christ, and it will be so again, just before He returns. 

 
The Mark of the Beast 

It will be the “two-horned beast”, apostate Christianity in America that 
demands a national Sunday law. This will be followed by, “the whole 
world wondered after the beast”, Rev. 13:3. Catholicism will be 
active in the Old World, replaced by the next power, the Protestant 
sects in the New World. 
 
Luke 21 

11  And great earthquakes (Lisbon, 1755) shall be in divers 
places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and 

great signs shall there be from heaven.  25 And there shall be 
signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the 
earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves 

roaring;  26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers 

of heaven shall be shaken.  32 Verily I say unto you, This 
generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. 
Pestilences are diseases. While advances in medicine have been 
tremendous, the world remains plagued with the most frightening 
cases of largely incurable diseases. 
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Rev. 6:12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, 
lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as 
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 
Rev. 19:11 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and 
there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there 
were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake 
and great hail. 

Concerning Rev. 6:12, Ellen White comments: “The revelator 
thus describes the first of the signs to precede the second advent: 
“There was a great earthquake [Lisbon, 1755]; and the sun became 
black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood.” G.C. 304 

“After these signs, John beheld, as the great event next 
impending, the heavens departing as a scroll, while the earth quaked, 
mountains and islands removed out of their places, and the wicked in 
terror sought to flee from the presence of the Son of man." G.C. 334. 
The voice of God first declares: “It is done”. Then, the day and hour of 
Christ's return are announced, followed by a blessing upon those who 
have kept the Sabbath. The wicked do not understand Gods voice, 
hearing only thunder. 
 
Unbeknownst to William Miller, preaching the first and second angels 
messages, was that the primary point of his preaching was not 
Christ’s return. But instead that the “judgment was set and the 
books were opened”, Daniel 7:10 and Rev. 20:12. The termination 
of the 2300 year prophecy on October 22, 1844, is when this 
judgment began. Miller’s preaching was to prepare God’s people to 
prophesy again. This time, the Third Angels Message, the last to a 
dying world, see Revelation 14 for the three angels messages. By the 
signs that have been fulfilled, are fulfilling and by faith, those yet to 
come, we know for a certainty that His return is near. 
 
A white cloud, and on it, the King of the Universe, the Captain of the 
Host. Immanuel. Oh, the joy of recounting His lovely names. The Son 
of David, the Son of Man, the Son of God and the Lamb.  He. Has. 
Returned! The dead are raised, then we which are alive and remain 
are caught up with them. Forevermore to be with our Lord. Oh, 
glorious day! We must be there, “Come”, say the Spirit and the Lamb. 
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